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In The Metropolis of Tomorrow, Hugh Ferriss (1929) imagines the city as a collection of 
individuals who build characters in their image. Ferriss asks, “How perfectly or imperfectly 
have the actors expressed themselves in their constructions...?” This question opens 
a conversation about buildings and their personalities. A skyscraper in a city is a single 
personality or character in a cast of other characters that together give meaning to an 
urban landscape. Engaging this theory, I developed a new personality for Los Angeles, one 
that exudes optimism and relatability through posture, color, and formal clarity.

A Tower
A Character

Los Angeles, CA
Advanced Studio
Fall 2016
12 Weeks
Design Excellence Winner
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Designed as an architectural composition in wood, the chest is composed of a roof, 
columns, beams, and walls, expressed in that order. Round edges achieve a softness in 
hard maple, a contrast of tactile expectations. My challenge was to avoid a loss of nuance 
when moving from sketchbook, where lines were rough but intentional, to dimensioned 
drawings and fi nally to planed lumber. I imagined that the fi nished piece, both in and out, 
above and below, would be equally presented, considered, and treated.

Corn Crib

Independent Study
Summer 2016
5 Weeks
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I was invited by the program founder to assist in the construction of a four-room 
schoolhouse for the children of the small hamlet of Ch’allmachimpana, high in the Andes of 
Peru and a three hour hike from the nearest village. The project is part of a larger initiative 
to prepare the indigenous people for an inevitable interface with a modernizing Peru while 
maintaining their cultural heritage. The schoolhouse, created in the Q’eros tradition, was 
constructed using methods that have remained virtually unaltered for hundreds of years.

The Ch’allma
School Project

Hatun Q’eros, Peru
Volunteer
Summer 2013
2 Weeks
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A Wall of Life examines the assemblage of a glulam moment frame with CLT infill. The 
aim is to express the mass of the glulam members and rigid steel joints necessary to make 
such a superstructure viable. As a result, the architectural expression is generated through 
the spanning limitations in the glulam and CLT. The result is a living superblock with a 
constantly activated perimeter of balconies — a wall of life.

A Wall of Life

New York, NY
Sound Building
Fall 2015
12 Weeks
Partner Project, Tian Zhang
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How can floodplain land become usable, support community farming, and contribute 
to the City of Austin’s food-based sustainability initiatives? Our studio’s answer was the 
Field House. The mobile unit provides a means for farmers to work long hours far from a 
central farmhouse. The unit integrates tool and water storage, shelter from weather, and 
easily accessible workspaces. It was built as a prototype with interchangeable modules to 
accommodate urban and rural farms and community gardens.

Field House

Austin, TX
Public Interest Design
Summer 2015
12 Weeks
15-Student Design Team
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